no	MIND   AND   THE   EARTH
you a concrete view of that deeper psychic activity, the
collective unconscious; for without this it would be impossible
for me to throw any light on the connexions of the mind
with the conditions of its environment. I may summarize
by observing that we must distinguish three mental levels ;
(1) consciousness; (2) the personal unconscious; (3) the
collective unconscious. The personal unconscious consists
of all those contents that have become unconscious, either
because, their intensity being lost, they were forgotten, or
because consciousness has withdrawn from them, i.e,
so-called repression. Finally, this layer contains those
elements—partly sense perceptions—which on account of too
little intensity have never reached consciousness, and yet
in some way have gained access into the psyche. The
collective unconscious, bsing an inheritance of the possibilities
of ideas, is not' individual but generally human, generally
animal even, and represents the real foundations of the
individual soul.
This whole psychic organism corresponds exactly to the
body, Which, though constantly showing individual variation,
is none the less in all essential features the general human
body, which in its development and structure still preserves
those elements that connect it with invertebrate animals
and finally with the protozoa. Theoretically it should be
possible to shell out of the collective unconscious not only the
psychology of the worm, but even that of the individual cell
We are all convinced that it is quite impossible to under-
stand the living organism apart from its relation to its environ-
mental conditions. There are innumerable biological facts
that can be explained only as phenomena of reaction to
the environment, as, for instance, the blindness of cave'
salamanders, the peculiarities of intestinal parasites, the
particular anatomical structure of certain vertebrates that
have adapted regressively to marine life.
The same is true of the mind. Its peculiar organization
must be related to environmental conditions in the most

